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THE LORD’S PRAYER PART II
SERMON ON THE MOUNT SERIES

Please turn in your bibles to Matthew chapter 6.

Last week we covered a good bit of ground as we got into the Lord’s Prayer. This model prayer comes on the heels of Jesus speaking to the right attitude for prayer. We talked about how different our prayers are supposed to be compared to those of the pagan. They want to manipulate their gods through long, vain, often unintelligible repetitions. But this is not how we are to pray. We are to simply ask. Why are we to simply ask? It is because our Father already knows what we need. That then begs the question: ‘If God already knows what we need, then why do we have to ask?’ We answered that last week, relating this to our personal relationships; especially that of marriage. If we were to live our married lives according to this principle – the idea that once our spouses know what we need, then there is no reason to communicate with them, we would all be in divorce court. Why? Because, the idea that I shouldn’t have to ask if someone who, (God or anyone else to whom I’m close) already knows what I need, is somewhat narcissistic. It goes along the lines of the old joke where the wife tells her husband of many years, “You never say I love you, anymore.” He then replies, “I told you I loved you the day we were married. If anything changes, I’ll let you know.” We all know he was sleeping on the couch that night. The point is that prayer is more than just a wish list to God. It is communication. It is a building block of the relationship, just like communication in a marriage. The act is more than sending off an email with orders or requests. The act itself is important. 

What we also see in this model prayer Jesus gives us, which would have been recited in a rote manner as well as being sung, is a model prayer that goes much deeper than most of us may have imagined. Last week we tackled the first two lines of the prayer. We talked about how this prayer was already being prayed in synagogues. However, Jesus personalized the prayer. Where it once just said, “Father”, Jesus says, “Our Father”. Jesus brings His disciples into the prayer as He prayed it. Jesus prayed, “My Father”. Now, the disciples, as well as all believers, can pray in this manner due to the relationship we now have. 

Jesus then prayed, stating that our Father was in Heaven. We also talked about the relationship between Heaven and Earth, and how we tend to think about that differently than they. But we need to begin thinking about it in the same manner as they. I believe we either just give lip service to that realm or we tend to go to the other extreme and find demons under every rock. The point is that the two realms, Heaven and Earth overlap and are not separate. And as Jesus moves along in the prayer, we can see the merging of God’s kingdom and its manifestation here on earth. That began in Jesus’ day, and continues on through our time until Jesus comes back for the final iteration of that at some point in the future. 

But if we know our theology and read the prayer carefully, we can see that this prayer is not just simply pining for something in the future. It speaks to us now, as imagers of God. When we pray, ‘Hallowed be your name’, that isn’t the point in the prayer where we just say something good about God. It is a request, but we then have to ask how that is supposed to happen. Once again, to “hallow” the name of God, is literally to carry the name of God in such a way that it doesn’t besmirch His reputation; it is seeing Him as someone who is wholly other -separate, but also now approachable. It is to live in such a way as not to frustrate the will/ desire of God, His plan. Therefore, the prayer is building on itself not only theologically, but also eschatologically. The prayer builds on the future hope of God’s kingdom fully manifested here on earth, it also puts the ball in our court, in that we are to “carry” the name of God in such a way as not to hinder that fulfillment of the plan. So, when we are praying this, whether by recitation or using it as some sort of a scaffold for prayer, it is more than just a request to God for the future, it is also giving us our marching orders towards our mandate as imagers, followers of Jesus. It links us back to the Dominion Mandate and our original purpose here on earth. And this will link us into the rest of the prayer. 


Matt. 6:7   “And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as bthe Gentiles do, for cthey think that they will be heard dfor their many words. 8 Do not be like them, efor your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 9 fPray then like this:
	 g“Our Father in heaven,
	 hhallowed be iyour name.1
10 	 jYour kingdom come,
	 kyour will be done,2
		lon earth as it is in heaven.

We are now at the center of the Sermon on the Mount. We are at a hinge. Jesus has been setting up who is in His kingdom and how His kingdom on earth is to be lived out on earth. He has been talking about a greater righteousness than what had been taught prior to His ministry. As Jesus brings His hearers and later on down the line, us into this kingdom, He brings everyone into His type of prayer – His prayer. 

And now, as He speaks of OUR Father in Heaven, whose name is to be carried, feared, respected and honored He works further into the prayer by speaking of God’s kingdom, which once again has been the focus of His teaching. 

When one speaks of a kingdom, they are speaking of a rule or rulership of that kingdom. As Jesus has been speaking of His kingdom, He has been speaking of how we are to live in it. That has primarily dealt with one on one relationships and how we are to deal with those. Why is that? Why is it that He hasn’t focused nearly as much on God, per se? The answer goes back to the Dominion Mandate given in the garden. God’s will has not changed. The original plan was to have earth populated with His imagers, who were to spread out upon the earth and make the entire planet like the garden. How was that to happen? Well, it is implicit in the mandate. It would happen by God’s people spreading out and living as God would have them live. They were to teach, not only by words, but also through actions. We all know that failed in the garden. God then moved through Noah after the flood. And while that also failed, we have to see some forward momentum. God then moved in and through Abraham to build a nation – Israel. We know that they also failed. Last week we saw how, in the book of Ezekiel, God would move to restore His name. Jesus is now saying and praying that He has come to begin that restoration of the name. But how is He going to do it? It is through his people that the ball will be moved closer to the goalposts until Jesus comes back to ultimately finish the job. And that is where we come back to the line of, “Your kingdom come.” 

This isn’t just a wish for the return of Jesus. If the plan goes back to the Dominion Mandate, then God’s people are involved in that. What was Jesus’ last commandment before He left this planet? It was for His disciples to go and make disciples. By doing this, the kingdom expands and retakes sacred space. Therefore, when we pray, “May your kingdom come,” we aren’t JUST praying for the final iteration of that kingdom, we are also praying for the strength, wisdom and will that allows us to do that for which we were created. This goes back to carrying His name in such a way as to make disciples in order to bring a little more of the heavenly realm to the earthly realm we can see. The way you can tell if someone’s rule, (God’s) is being manifested is to see it manifested in the lives of the people you see. You see it in the culture. You see it in the language and actions of people. Therefore, when this line is prayed, it is not only asking for Jesus to return, but it should be seen as the other side of the same coin, where God’s people are living as mankind was originally intended to live. 

God wants to give us peace, love and joy. But once again, these things are also brought about through His people and how, as we have seen thus far in Jesus’ teaching, how they/ we treat one another. When we see the prayer in this way, we should be able to see how it is from these lines that all our other prayers come. Our prayers sort of sprout from these sentiments like tentacles that then encompass what we thank God for and also what we ask for others, and eventually ourselves. The coming of God’s kingdom is more than what happens at the end of the book. It is already coming in and through the lives of His people; just at a slower pace – one soul, one disciple at a time. 

The next line: “Thy will be done,” builds further on this same principle. The word “will” in Hebrew is also translated as “desire”, even “covet”. This is a hyperlink back to the fall in the garden. 

Genesis 3:6
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,2 she took of its fruit xand ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, yand he ate.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We see the word, “desire” here. This was a battle of wills. There was God’s will for Adam, Eve, and eventually all humanity. But something got in the way. The couple had already been given their mandate, but a stumbling block had been put in their way. What was that? It was their own will. When we look at the story of the Bible, this is what we see – a story of two wills, as it were. There is God’s will and then there is our own will. And when these two are not aligned, not in sync, bad things happen, as we saw in the garden. That continues throughout the scriptures. But Jesus then entered our world so as to provide a way for His will to be done. After His ascension, at Pentecost, we were given the Spirit, the Comforter, to empower us to live out that will; for God’s will and our will to be aligned. This is essentially what is meant by God writing His Law on our hearts, moving God’s teaching from being boxes to check, to a personal righteousness that comes from Him and is seen through us. 

Therefore, when we pray, “Thy will be done”, what we see is the same thing we saw in the last line – namely that this a two-sided coin. How is God’s will/ desire accomplished on earth? Once again, it is though His people. This goes right back to Eden. This was/ is the plan all the way through the scriptures. Praying for God’s will to be done is more than praying for Jesus’ return. It is also a prayer that we will live and do as we ought. God’s will/ desire is accomplished in the same way as His kingdom comes – through His people living a life of greater righteousness as Jesus has already taught. With all this in mind, we can now see why we have the next line in the prayer, “on earth as it is in Heaven”. 

All that Jesus has been saying up to this point speaks to this line. The entire message of the Sermon on the Mount has been about God’s kingdom on earth being manifested through His people. And that is the final line of the prayer – for All of these things; Our Father’s name to be hallowed, His kingdom to come and His will to be done, but where? On earth! The ultimate plan is for Heaven to be on earth. We see that in the closing chapters of Revelation, where everything comes full circle back to Eden. But it happens here, not in the heavenlies. The New Jerusalem comes to earth. That is the endgame. But once again, how does that come about, at least until Jesus’ return? It comes about by God’s people carrying His name and making disciples who also carry His name so that it is once again seen as holy. This is our hope and our mission. 

My prayer today is that we can see past our traditions as the Lord’s prayer is concerned and see what Jesus was saying. His prayer is our prayer. In the garden just before His arrest, (note the garden) Jesus prayed, “not my will be done, but yours.” This spoke not only to how He would get through that trial, but also as to how He would rule. If Jesus prayed that prayer, understanding all that was intended, then we should also. 

Let’s pray. 
